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N THE RELIEIOLS WORLD

What Church Folk Are Think-
ing About and Doing

T N ARROW WAY TO A BROAD l of many nations.

LIFE.

The International Sunday School Les-

son Tor I'ebruoary 27 is “False and |

Triie Discipleship.” Matd, 7: 13-29.

By William T. Ells.

Two drummers sat opposite me in|

a dining car:; one was
vil-bred, brazen and gelf-contident.
The other was quiter.
nolsy one had expressed himaelt with
inality upon many other subjects,
the maiter o! religion arose—as it
usnally does arise when men  talk
long enough tougether. The man with
the volce and huge Masonic charm
said he was a Catholic, but that he
didn’t take much stock in it; that
there was really no difference be-
tween Catholics and Protestants, and
religion was for women anyway. Then
he went on to explaln his point—
siumbling deeper into the mire of ig-
norance aut every sentence. His Pro-
testant compainion assented, knowing
as little, apparently, a8 the other,
but because he made less nolse he

seemed  not  quite g1 much of «
donkey.

loud-voiced,

That conversation was an exagger-
ated type of  the latitudinarianism

of the day. Men pride themselves
on travelling a “pbroad” way. Their
ieas upon other subjects than sport
and business are vague and inexact.
Ther do not know how to think things
through; and, what is worse, they do
not seem 1o care to learn. It could
be =hown that, on the plane of in-
iellcct alone, the popular broad way
leads to menial destruction. Equally
is it so on the plane of pleasure-
seeking; the undizcriminating and un-
tastidious pursuit of pleasure ends
in early satiety and jadedness. Still
more is this true of the deeper con-
verns of the spirit.
Says Mary M. Vurrier:

“The wayv is narrow ?
how wide

The fields it leads to.
are Lhey.

Into a larger life the path will culde.

What matter, then, if narrow be the
way??"”

Ay, but think

Wide as hope

Straitened Men as Nation-Builders,

It is Tashionable to sneer at
Pilgrims and Yuritans as narro
vet if we today have
of them in Dbreadth, they still have
the advantage of us in depth. Their
convictions were established deeply
and on carefully-dug 1‘(:umlations’
Well would it be for our time if swe
had more of the straightened-life
men v.?fhu know more 0of the g‘lor‘-
of self-denial and of 1
than of the CXcesses of
Fgence. The intense vioor

the advantage

and seriouys-

After tne ]

the :
W omen; .

self-control |
self-indul- |

|
'ness of their life made them strong

and tremendous. Through the nar-
'row zate they entered into largeness
' of soul.

W hile civilization is learning to
' think in world-terms, let us remems-
her that all the ploneer and conquer-
ing nations of modern history have
'been nations of positive faith. It
was a Bible-reading England that be-
came mistress of the seas, and mother
It was when aflame
‘with religious zeal that Spain won
' her colonlal possessions: when  her
'faith grew dim, her colonies slipped
‘away, one after the other. The Uni-
'ted States and Canada have risen to
y new places and power in the coun-
lrna of nations, as they have dis-
played the Christian qualities of their
i manhood. We may venture to de-
| clare that it is through the straight-
ened souis of its people that a coun-
| try comes to a place of leadership
|in our time. The supremely impor-
tant concern before America ix the
rellefous faith of her men and women,

The Universal Test,

The final arguments upon the ques-
tion of religion are not in the clois-
tered studies of the theologians; but
down amid the crowds of every day.
Tha touchstone of Christianity, as
indicated by its IFounder, I8 a sim-
ple test. Does it bear fruit of the
expected kind? A man does not
have to know CGreek or IHebrew in
order to test the fruits of the Chris-
tion religion. Does Christianity pro-
duce holy, helpful, brotherly men and
women? Does It make life sweeter,
truer, nobler? I8 it an uplifting or
a downpulling force In society? Are
men and women who today are good
who would be bad if it were not
for their loyvalty to Jesus?

That Is commonsense-—as the teach.
ings of Jesus have a wuay of being.
Apply the same test (0o our broad
and easy day-by-day muaterialism.
Place that test as a plumb-line against
the practical atheism that is prava-
lent. Make it the standard whereby
we judge the loose social order of
the day. What sore of showing does
the lax moral code of our vaunted
liberal “new thought” make in  the
Kresmn-e of this square-edge? Judged

y the sane and workable rule of
Jesus, our modern life appears
in a light which should stir every
| thoughtful person to renewed earn-
| cstness,

With rare lucidity the teacher sats
| forth that all this is in the nature of

tt]ings. Each tree produces after its
km_d. As Is the root, so will be the
fruit. So, He pointed out, His is a

heart religion. The most important
fact about any man is the state of his
spirit—far more Important than any-
thing Dun's or Pradstreet's has to sa
about him. Some folks who prids
themgolvcs upon their hard-headed
practicability sneer at mysticism in
religion; why, the Very essence and
core of Christianity is mysticism, the
secret relation of the human spirit
te God, There used to be widely
| Sting a gospel song. “Is it well with
 thy soul?” Tt is Ittle used nowadays:
we oftener hear, “Work for the niéhi
s cr_:mmg.:' But the first song holds
' the more important truth, The tagt

sAV.

of all living things is thelr product,
and their product depends wholly
upon their conditicn at the root.

A Social Service Religion.

Mr. Man-of-the-Streat airly dis-
i eusses this as individualistic; he Roes
| i’ for human “uplift,”” “social serv-
ice” and “welfara work.” It is &
| good modern mode to be interested in
i the down-trodden, Women in silks
and diamonds join hands with fac-
| tory girls. Shirt waist strikers find
! themiselves whirled about in automo-
biles Now that it is the popular
thing for men and women to espouse
the cause of human betterment we
find persons going down town for a
time to live in the college settlements;
thereby affording themselves pic-
turesque topics for dinner table con-
versations for many long monthsg. In
plain words, a deal of this “social”
talk is mere faddism; it is as truly a
passing fashion as the mops of store
hair which some women are nowadays
buving to clap on their heads as the
latest thing in coliffures. Of course
men should be Dbrotherly; and of
course religion should so express it-
self. But brotherhood is simply im-
possible without fatherhood.

The most social service any man
can render his generation is to get

God. No unthinking sneers about
the individualistic and selfish charac-
ter of such a creed should deter a
person from seeking, first the king-
dom thus. Individual obedience to
the word of the master is the keynote
of this lesson. 1t is the only way the
kingdom of heaven grows.

“Thou must be true thyself, ere thou
the truth canst teach:

Thy heart must overflow, ere thou
another's heart can reach.”

i The true heart, in right relationship
with God, is the center of a recon-
structed social order. Men will
never be in right relationship with

relattonship with God. That may be

written down as an eternal verity.

Mood, modes and manners change;

this trulth abides forever. The heart

right with God is the first necessity.
The Test of Time,

Good old Dr. Charles 1", Deems lay
dying. A long siege of paralysis had
brought him low. But at the end
he managed to whisper, "My faith
hol(!s out.” That is the glory of the
Christan religion: it stands the ulti-
mate tests. Jesus antedated by
about nineteen hundred vears the
modern advertisers who stress the ar-
sument of “The Test of Time.” The
familiar figure of the house built upon
the rock, which the storms could not
shake, was used to illustrate the un-
shakeableness of the obedient life
established upon Jesus Christ.

Like the hum-drum ways of honest
thrift, compared with the rocket
g_lare of high finance, so tho life of
simple obedience to the commands of
Chrl_st may seem antiguated and old-
fogyish. Yet it stands.
sur:  foundation than
g:}hles or plate glass windows., A
big building on one of Philadelphia’s
maiin streets collapsed a few months
ugt withougt a word of warning. Such

-

right with God himself; and then to |
help his neghbor to get right with

one another until they get into right |
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is the fate of many a prominent 1
The strength of any structure 1.,

in its outward appearance, but iy g
hidden parts. Life is very Laillion
and showy today: the art of (js.,,
seems to have been carried 1 1

inmit: but still the old, oll l.s
! needs to be taught over and oy
| to the world, that the end rtosts

and that the only sure buildine ie
that which is founded upon th o

of obedience to Jesus Chrisi—iha
best foundation for socicty ond (s

an individual life.
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TIHE ASTRONOMER RIEPORTS .

Unusually Brilliant Circle Around

l Moon Brought Usnal Result, Only
a Little More So—Col. Nichole
Weather Observation.

The brilliant circle (with rainbow
effects) which encircled the moon -
or more strictly speaking, the Lali-
mocn—Wednesday night earlv for
several hours, and which attracted the
attention and curfosity of some read.
ers of this newspaper, Was ppurs
ently satisfactorily explained yvester-
day. That is, so far as effect is cone
cerned. The cause goes with thw of-
fect in this Instance .and we turn |
over to Mizs Mag. Nation aud her
telephonic resources andd tender
mercies.

“When an observant man of uar.
mal common sense grows to Lo sev-
enty and more ' —we plead the statut
of limitations applicable to age—he
develops almost always into a woather .
prophet, if not a sort of astronomsr At
of the home-made variety’” said Jude« L
John Nichols, United States cormmis ’
soner, etc., vesterday.

“I did not wait till T becam: s«
enty, however, to learn enough to on-
able me to answer your ‘telophone
girl’'s' Inquiry in today’s News and
Observer.

“When you see a foggy, bright cir-
cle, (or halo, as she termed it),
circling the moon you can make
preparations to take your umboel
along next day or so—sure!

“While 1 did not personully &0
the spectacle alluded to in vour po-
per yesterday, I can readily bolicve
your picture of the unusual brightned
of the circle, and even the ‘ruinhow
etfect’ to which vou refer.

“The tremendous downpour ol
Thursday night, within twenti-tour
hours after the appearance of thit
infallible sign, is sufficient proot (o
me of your statement.”

Other old citizens contirmed Judze
Nichols’ statement—some of  them
being willing to rigsk a bet on (L9
affirmative or the proposition anv
time,

R I
Treasury Statement.
Washington, D. €., Feb., 18—
condition of the Treasury at {he bho-
ginning of business today was u= [ !-
lows;
Trust IPunds.

(}01‘] (':'"irl L R I T S $R{:',T‘} ] ' N "
Silver dollars .......... 486,445,000
Silver dollars of 1890 .. 3.8505,04

Silver certilicates outstand-

ing 486.465. 000

L L T “ s e a ® =

General Fund.
Standard silver dollars in

general fund .......... $ 5.040.63
Current liabilities . .... e oo Q451N
Working balance in I'reas-

ULY OHICeS v vu s o i vnns oo 20
In banks to credit of Treas-

urer of 1U. S.......... . 325.01n, 28
Subsidiary silver coin .... 21,17:2.4"
MIOr Coln, oo.cdisaese.s 1,214,979
Total balance in Genecral o
und ........c.000.... 80,337,501 ,
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The Best Type of North  Caroling
Woman.
(Charity and Childron.) !
Miss Mary McNeill has for two doo- b

ades been the teacher of the primary
class in old Spring Hill church. Litth
tots who were with her in the org:-
ization of the class are now men and
women grown. The seeds this goud
teacher sowed in the minds of voullr
committed to her care have ripencd 1
with glorious fruitage. She especiald

urged upon her little boys the duty of
abstaining from liquor and cigarettes

and she projected her life into the il

of her little girls. On account of th
condition of her health she resigned

her important work, and the whol
Sunday School deeply feel the los

of her presence and power.
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The Wrong Seat.
e (in full uniform)—I love h?
smell of powder.

She  (delightedly) —Oh, do you?

| Den’t you think the violet scent is the

best?—Baltimore American.



